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his ticket, but they will doubtless beready 


to make one more sacrifice to his preference 
‘for ornamental candidates when his politi- 
cal fortunes become critical.’ It onght to 


The ardor with which the Tribune espouses 
the cause of Keuiy is equaled only by the 
ingenuity it used to display in whitewashing 
his predecessor, TWEED. But it reveals a 
very distinct type of political idiocy when 
it carries its enthusiasm for KEL.y to. the 
extent of that it would not be a 
bad thing to defeat the possibility of an 
elestion in the City of New-York this Fall, 
and that there might bo ‘‘ some justice in 
leaving the country Democrats who forced 
the nomination of Gov, Ropmsox to elect 
him by themselves if they can.” The 
eoterie of  wire-pullers and tricksters 
for whom the Zribune speaks must be 
desperate indeed if they imagine that the 
voters of this City will submit to disfran- 
chisement merely because Jonw KELLY 
eannot have the appointment of one-fourth 
of the Election Inspectors. There \is a 
childish kind of knavery about the sugges- 
tion which makes it as amusing as it is un- 
principled. ‘In fact, the course of the 7ri- 
bune on this question has been so ridica- 
lously puerile as to invite, in common charity, 
the. assumption that itd opinions reflect 
nothing at all save the deplorable ignorance 
and folly which usually charaéterize its dis- 


cussions of local politics. 
—_—_—_—_—————————— 


THE SUPREME COURT AND 
LEGAL TENDERS. 


We publish in another column a letter 
criticising the suif now pending before the 
Supreme Court, which has been brought to 
test the constitutionality of the reissue of 
legal-tender notes. The tone of the letter 
is 20 much more candid, and the atgument 
which it submits is so much more clearly 
stated, than is the case with most of the 
communications -that we receive taking 
the same side of the currency question, 
that it is worth our readers’ consideration, 
and we submit it to them with some brief 
comment. 

The principal point raised by the writer 
is of genéral importance beyond its relation 
to the question in hand, that is to say, the 
effect of judicial decisions regarding the 
constitutionality of laws which have become 
the subject. of political discussion... The 
writer regards the rendering of such de- 
cisions as a useless and, in a certain sense, 
@ mischievous: function of the Supreme 
Court—useless because, as in the instance 
of the Dred Scott decision, it does. not 
prevent the people from taking a 
céurse opposed to the doctrine announced 
by the court, and mischievous because 
the people are better able than thé court to 
decide questions which have become politi- 
eal. This view, involving a certain con- 
demnation of, and almost a contempt’ for, 
the Supreme Court as an interloping and 
impertinent body in political questions, is 
not.an uncommon one. In our opinion it is 
extremely erroneous and injurious. It is 
true that the people can always overcome 
a decision of the court. They can remove 
from the Constitution what the court says is 
there, or they can place in the Constitution 
what the court says isnot there; but they car 
only do so deliberately, and by the agree- 
ment of a very large majority of the people, 
that is, by an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion. It is precisely this power to. compel 
the people to act with cantion and not with 
precipitancy, by at least a two-thirds vote 
and not by a bare majority, which gives to 
the Supreme Court its inestimable value as 
an element in our governmental system. 
It isnot useless to exercise this power, even 
if the people shall ultimately decide to. 
make the Constitution what the coart finds 
that at the time it is not, because. it is 
of the highest utility that the people should 
respect the Constitution, and change it, if 
at all, only according to the modes provided. 
As to the superior judgment of the people, 
it can be said that the court does not 
assume to deny it, It is not in pregren 
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allow to Congress what, he justly says, the 
English people refused, even at the cost of 
rebellion, to the Crown—the right to take 
the people’s money without their consent. 
We do not. believe that there is one-third, 
much less that there are two-thirds, of the 
American people who, after fair discussion, 
would consent to such a: proposition. 
In this regard the statistics of -the 
Greenback movement are deceptive. Gen- 
erally, where it has shown strength, it has 
been from combination with the Demo- 
crats, who have sustained it, not for its own 
sake, but to injure their Republican oppo- 
nénts, Even in Maine, where our corre- 
spondent cites the influence of its chief 
champion, the Greenback Party polled 
searcely.. more than one-third the total 
We have too much confidence in 
the hard common sense of the American 
people to suppose that on a distinct issue, 
thoroughly discussed, the Greenback ideas 
would show twice this strength throughout 
all the States, and that is what, roughly, 
they would have to doin order to produce 
a change in the Constitution. In any case, 
those who believe that these ideas are mis- 
taken and essentially dishonest, and who 
know that no authoritative interpretation 
ofthe Constitution has ever even remotely 
sanctioned such notions, have a clear right 
to the interposition of the Supreme Court 
to compel the people, if they are indeed 
bitten by this madness, to express their 
purpose in the.solemn and careful and con- 
clasive manner required by the Constitu- 
tion iteelf for the introduction of serious 


changes in its provisions. 
—_—_—_—_—_————— 


INSURANCE SUPERINTENDENTS. IN 
COUNCIL, 

The political element which is the bane 
ofthe Insurance Department of this State 
is fortunately not everywhere in opera- 
tion. There are departments in which par- 
tiean influences have no place; and there 
are Superintendents whose appointments 
are traceable to their fitness, and whose ac- 
tion,. as in Massachusetts, commands the 
confidence of all classes. The exceptions 
may not establish the infallibility of State 
supervision,, but they do win respect for 
efforts made in evident good faith with the 
vigw of elevating the standard of duty and 
securing for the public uniformity and ef- 
fidiency in carrying out its requirements. 
The convention of Superintendents, held a 
few days ago at St. Louis, brought together 
officers of this class ; and, though the pub- 
lished reports of the proceedings are too 
brief to be wholly satisfactory, they serve 
to indicate the direction of current thought 
among men presumably qualified to speak 
with authority on points of life insurance 
law and practice. 

Unsatisfactory statements on the part of 
many companies have again and again been 
adduced as the justification of more strin- 
gent legislation in this State and elsewhere ; 
and the necessity is formally admitted by 
the convention. Mr. MoCatt, who was 
present as the representative of the work- 
ing as distinguished from the political 
branch of the New-York department, stated 
by way of illustration that in order to ren- 
der their returns more favorable, some. of 
our companies estimate uncollected pre- 
miums in their returns of cash income. 
With as much propriety, a merchant might 
inelude in his item of cash in hand moneys 
not legally collectible, and a pgrt of which 
he knows will never be paid. Mr. Rexre, 
of, Missouri, declared that in his experi- 
ence companies report as cash income 
premiums on abandoned risks; while 
Mr. Weicn, of Kansas, asserted as of his 
own knowledge that certain unnamed com- 
panies swell their cash account by adding 
toincome “ expected receipts.” These ex- 
amples are sufficient. They might have 
been usefully varied by citations from the 
experience of departments with reference 
‘tothe distortion or suppression of details 
connected with other features of manage- 
ment. Itis not more important to require 
that a statement of income shall exhibit 
the. resources whence it is derived than 
that a statement of expenditure shall be 
minute enough to furnish a test of its 
qnality. But the Superintendents, while 
urging the exaction of one class of infor- 
‘mation, were silent in regard to the other. 

Non-forfeiture legislation is another sub- 
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to the companies which for the moment 
profit by the decision. 
difficult for the Departmen ts of Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut, and New-York to ‘come 
to an understanding on a basis that would 
commend itself to the Legislatures of the 
three States and their respective compa- 
nies, This done, a great stride will have 
béen taken toward general uniformity. | 


A third subject mooted in the conyention. | 


involyes changes of very doubtful expe- 
diency. At the instance of the representa- 
tives of Ohio and ‘Kansas, resolutions were 
referred to a committee which point to the 
States as custodians of the reserve funds of 
the companies organized under their laws, 
with an alternative that would make the 
National Government the oustodian of the 
whole. The allegations set forth in the 
resolutions do not tend to inspire confidence 
in the system asit stands. We are told that 
“the history of past transactions in life 
insurance matters is convincing evidence 
that the large and sacred interest the in- 
sured have inthe assets of the life insu- 
rance companies of the United States, 
aggregating as it does nearly $4650,- 
000,000, needs. to be better and 
more positively secured.” Hence the 
recommendation that the voluntary Regis- 
tration law which is in operation here and 
in two or three other States, shall be made 
obligatory and applicable to all companies. 
In « roundabout way, the proposition con- 
véys the idea that the companies cannot be 
trusted to guard honestly the funds paid to 
them for specific purposes. It is not quite 
so bad as the Indiana plan for compelling 
companies to invest within the State all 
premiums collected from its citizens; but it 
is calculated to keep alive distrust, and to 
enlarge the functions of a State in a direc 
tion not altogether beneficial, The alterna- 
tive proposition—that the General Govern- 
ment shall take charge of all the reserves— 
carries with it the exercise of national 
authority over life insurance, There is 

need of greater protection for policy-holders, 
but there are methods of obtaining it that 
do not involvé expedients of questionable 
constitutionality. Before the superintepd- 
ents reassemble, some of these methods 


may occur to them. 
—_—_——XX__ 


THE BLACKVILLE POSTMASTER. 


The case of Postmaster Nix would seem 
to indicate that there are some portions:of 
the South which have not been politically 
reconstructed, Blackville, 8. C., is not 
animportanttown. It has 3,000 inhabit- 
ants and a Post Office. It is a Democratic 
stronghold, and when we have said this of a 
town in South Carolina, we have said 
enough to indicate the character. of the 
ruling class, as well as the condition of the 
minority who vote the Republican ticket. 
In Blackville, we. should say, no man is a 
Republican except from conviction, It is 
not s pleasant thing to be a Republican in a 
Southern town where, asin all Southern 
towns, the majority is Demoeratic. . Never- 
theless, Mr. Nix; who is colored, dared to 
be a Republican. Therefore, he was, as 
Senator BuTter—better known as “ Ham- 
burg Butter” —remarked, highly objection- 
able toa majority of the citizens. Never- 
theless, he was appointed Postmaster at 
Blackville. 

It will be pereeived at once that the in- 


dignity offered to Blackville was very great. 


The prejudice against colored people, except 
asin the most menial positions, is very vio- 
lent in Blackville. The prejudice against 
Republicans of every hue is, if possible 

yet deeper and more violent. Nix was both 
colored and Républican. His appointment 
as Postmaster was naturally regarded by the 
people of Blackville as a studied insult to 
them. Nrx’s predecessor was a woman, 
who, with her deputy, both white, had ad- 
ministered the office in the interests of the 
Democratic Party. The Postmistress had 
declined to give political documents to Re- 
publicans, and she and her deputy had re- 
fused to forward letters addressed to other 
Republicans. On more than one occasion 
local Demoerats. of Blackville had be- 
come} possessed of Republican documents, 
mailed, but not delivered, to persons in the 
town. ‘These were shown to their lawful 
owners in a suggestive combination with 
a revolver and with the remark that “ this 


thing must stop.” Several instax.ces of this 


sort being reported to Postmaster-General 


It should not be’ 


expense of a lawsuit.” Thare has not been 
any lawsuit in the case of Nrx, Postmaster 
at Blackville, One of the chivalric sons of 
South Carolina, having sent him to the 
letter-box in his office, shot him in the 
back. The chivalry of South Carolina, like 
the chivalry of Yazoo County, Miss., prefer 
shooting @ man in the back to any other 
mode of a n. It is. safer, and it 
does not disfigure the corpse. 

It seems to be taken for granted in the 
Post Office Department that the people of 
Blackville do not want any Post Office. 
Therefore, the office at that point has been 
discontinued. This,’ we are inclined to 
think, isan error. . The people of Black- 
ville, like those of many other Southern 
towns, want a Post Office administered as 
it was in the good old. days when, 
if the Postmaster did not like the 
mail matter sent to residents of the 
region, he threw it into the © fire, 
or he notified the sender that such 
documents were not allowed to be dis- 
tributed in that. place. The Democratic 
Party being in a majority in Blackville, it is 
decided that none but Democratic political 
literatare shall be distributed at that point. 
If it is necessary to kill the Postmaster, in 
order to enforce this policy, the Postmaster 
will be killed, shooting in the back always 
preferred. Andif the slayer hasa friend 
on the Coroner’s jury, all necessity for a 
lawsuit will be obviated. We respectfully 
submit that it is no corrective of this state 
of things to deprive Blackville of its Post 
Office. Rather, we should say, fight it out 
on that line. 


—_—_—_—_—_——_—————— 
THE WICKEDEST MAN. 

It may be remembered that two or threé 
years ago s very wicked young man pursued 
a eareer of frightfal atrocity in Central 
Pennsylvania. Disguised in feminine gar- 
ments, the wretched Person called on every 
lady in three contiguous counties, and, rep- 
resenting himself to be the agent of a new 
stocking-manufacturing company, secured 
hundreds of orders and measurements before 
he was finally detected and exposed. One 
would naturally have supposed that wicked- 
ness could sound no deeper depth than this, 
but it now appears-that a still more wicked 
young man has recently been discovered in 
Boston. The Pennsylvania miscreant did 
not collect payment for his mythical stoeck- 
ings in advance, and hence, as he made no 
money, no, conceivable ‘object can be as- 
signed for his villainy. The Boston wretch, 
on the other hand, added black-mailing to 
his other crimes, and is unqtestionably the 
wickedest man on record. 

*, About a year ago, so runs the story, a 
fashionable Boston dress-maker took into 
her employment an attractive young woman, 
who soon became extremely popu.ar among 
Boston ladies. It was Miss Annie’s business 
to call at the houses of ladies who em- 
ployed the fashionable dress-maker, and to 
eut and fit their dresses—a task which she 
performed with wonderful and really un- 
paralleled skill. It was universally agreed 
that there neverhad been such a dress- 
maker’s assistant. “‘ Miss Annie”—the Bos- 
tonian ladies were accustomed to remark— 
‘displays an altruism in her professional cog- 
nitions, of which the average dress-maker, 
who never comprehends the distinction be- 
tween the ego and the non-ego, is in-: 
capable.” There is no. doubt that in her 
way Miss Annie was a true artist. She 
ie rare imaginative powers. She 
often said to her patrons, with « 
gentle, musical yoice, that not even a 
mouthful of professional pins could mar, 
‘The fault with most Boston dress-makers 
is that they cannot rise above the dead level 
of realism, and their work is therefore flat 
and commonplace. The'true artist should 
be full of imagination, and should illustrate 
in her work the ideal curves and picturesque 
inequalities of surface which constitute the 
highest type of full-dressed beauty.” Thus 
combining in her conversation philosophy, 
poetry, and a thorough knowledge of her 
art, Miss Annie would so lighten the labor 
of being ‘‘ fitted” that her patrons regarded. 
it as a positive pleasure to place themselves 
in her deft hands and undergo the usually. 
prosaic processes of pinning and unpinning, 
of being ‘‘taken in” here and “let out” 
there. It was noted with much admiration 
that she always carried with her a note- 
book in which she made careful memoranda. 
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was to hide himself in California. To do | 


tnis, however, he required money, and be 


therefore felt that he would be exeusable in 
presenting a small bill for the dress-making 
materials which, as. he alleged, he bad fur- 
nished at his own expense. He was sorry 
to say that, owing to a failure of the crops, 
both whalebones and cotton were extremely 
dear, but he had, nevertheless, charged only 
three dollars per pound for the former, and 
five for the latter, On payment of his bill 
for these articlés he would instantly send 
the lady his note-book containing ‘mem- 
oranda relating to her dresses, and would 
depart in the next train for San Francisco. 
There were ninety-seven distinct Boston- 
ian ladies on whom this abandoned wretch 
successively called with his black-mailing 
bills and his false promises.as to the note- 
book. In most cases, it is believed that his 
bills were paid, and that he made from fif- 
teen hundred to’ two. thousand dollars in 
cash. ‘Whether hehas gone to California 
or not is not known, but the ladies of Boston 
still live in.terror of the revelations that his 
note-book may yet make, and are firmly re- 
solved hereafter only to employ none but 
the most undoubted old women as dress- 
makers, and to prefer realism to ideality at 
whatever cost of personal vanity. 


ic rhe. preparations for the advance on 
w thatthe grim lesson of 1842 
omg not been in vain. Communications 
with India are to: be guarded by 4,000 
men, thus rendering im ble the. com- 
lete exivironment which then proved: so 

.. Thirteen thousand more are to: con- 
rene Kabul itself, and the first blow 
is doubtless already struck ° by the assault 
of the fortress guarding the Kohat Pass. 
All is nows ag aot of time. Should the 
resistance be protracted, and an early 
Winter overtake the invaders in the open 
field, it may go hard with them, which’ ac- 
counts for the haste of the advance... But 
the most serious of the problem is un- 
sroviegier 4 not Kabul, but Herat. 


Something like a semi-official ‘dir has 
been made into the causes of the negro emigration 
from the Southern States by a Mr. E. S. Hawt, at 
the verbal request of Mr. SuHzemay. The results 
agree very well with what has already been pab- 
lished on the subject. From visits to various South- 
ern and Western States, and talks with the negroes 
themselves, Mr. HaMutn came to the conclusion 
that the causes of the miovement are mainly three— 
insecurity in the South for the person and property 
ofthe negro, political perseention, and inability, on 
account of unfair treatment, to make a decent 
living. ‘There is, unfortunately, too ~ little 
reason to doubt that all these causes 
exist. The nogrois not easily induced to leave the 
place where he was born and to which he is habita- 
ated. His aims and desires are very modest. That 
the race in very considerable numbers. has 
begun to leave the South is of . iteclf 
proef conclusive that something is radically 
wrong in his condition at home Mr 
HaMIain’s suggestions as to a remedy for this. wrong 
are not very definite or feasible. Probably one of the 
most effective is the emigration on which he com- 
ments, and which is, in every way, as far as its re- 
sults are now known, a very healthy movement. 

rE 

Epson1a Lewis, the sculptor; has her latest 
work, the “ Bride of Spring," at the Grand Bazaar, a 
Roman Catholic fair now nolding ia Ciusinnati. She 
is not entirely of African blood, as is generally 
thought, Her father was a negro, but her mother 
was asquaw of the Chippewa tribe, and she was 
born at Greenbush, opposite Albany, in this State. 
She remembers very little of her parents, as they 
died when she was very young. She lived with 
the Indians, and according to. their habits, 
until she was 14, when, with the « sid 
of her brother, she was sent to Oberlin, Ohio, to 
school. Before this, she had joined the Roman 
Ohbureh, and her creed and biood did not harmonize 
with the precision and method of Oberlin: She re- 
mained there, however, for three years, and there 
changed her aboriginal name of WILDFIRE to Eomo- 
nia Lewis. She weot then to Boston, and the 
sight of the statue of Fra NKLIN filled her with a 
desire to be a seulptor. She sought out Wm- 
Liam Liorvp Gareison, and told him that she 
wanted to do something lik ¢ that statue. The great 


Abolitionist took her vo Becket, an artist of local - 


note, and he set her to modeling, first a foot, next a 
hand, finally a bust of Vourarre and a medallion 
ot Jou Brown. She steadily improved. When 
the friénds of Col. Roszar G. SHAW ordered 100 
copies of a bust she had modeled from life, aad gave 


her $15 «a copy, she felt that her talent had 


been recognized. She went to Rome about. the 
close «oof. the civil war, and occupied 


ages, and is still frequeatly to be met with. 
pieces of ship-Diseuit are lsid along the deck a yard 


his wary opponent, kuowing himself. to be 
the weaker man, flow at once to the far 
end of the line, thus making each successive journey 
shorter than the last. As the race neared 
the excitemont became intents. Many of 


f 
i 


iil 
in 


and frequent appeals to the time-keeper, 
flying figure.of the ranner in his striped shirt 
jaanty white pantaloons, leaping, turning, and dartiog 
backward and forward like a snake, made = very 
picturesque scene. The second man proved the con- 
queror, but only after a hard straggle, his time being 
9 minutes 15 seconds, to his antagonist’s 9:25. 
ee 


THE STATE CAMPAIGN. 
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for member of Assembly, Stephen Lewis for Super 
intendent of the Poor, J. Mason for Coromer, and 
Orson Lothridge for Justice of Seasions. 


The Tioga County Republicans have nomin- 
ated E. G. Nowlan for member of Assembly, Joho 
QC. Gray for County Clerk, Horace J. Mead for Die 
triet Attorney, Caleb J. Chaffee for Overseer of the 
Poor, E B. Nash for Justice 6? the Sessions, and 
Sylvester Woodtord for Uoroner. 


The Greenbackers of the Twenty-first Sena 
torial Distriet have deemed Don A. King, the Demo 
eratic candidate for the Senate, s good enough 
Greenbacker for their purposes, and have formally 
accepted him as their own eandidate. How he wil? 
be regarded by the hard-money Democrats, if there 
are really any such In these days of that party’s de 
generacy, remains to be seen. 


Gen. Joseph B. Carr has formally accepted 
the Republican nomination for Secretary of State in 
a modest and manly letter. - He writes; **Tie noml- 
nation is an honor I fully appreciate ana gratefully 
aceept. Ican only promise, in the evens of my slee 
tion, to give my best energies to the publie service, 
hoping thereby to justify the high confidence placed 
in me by the convention and the people.” 

The Utiea Heratd commends Mr. Cornell's let 
ter as sensible, and says that he cives the assurance 
that he will favor all measures to simplify adminis 
tration and to secure efficiency any economy. Arthe 
tame time it says: ‘The letter deals only with 
State affairs, and not even for illustration or rhetor 
ical effegt makes the slightest reference to national 
questions. Yet it is the importance of the contine 
ance of Republican control in the Goternment of 
the Union which is the impelling motive for unity 
and energy in the canvass of this year.” 


The Troy Times accepts Mr. Cornell's fetter 
az acompact, sententious, and forcible document, 
and believes that it will arouse the hearty commen- 
dation of the people, “They will see in it," the 
Times saya, ** the promise of real reform in the re 
duction of expenditures, in the faithfal performances 
of public and not partisan duties by vabile servants, 
in the maintenance of the just rights of the citizens 
of the State against the encroachments of corpore 
tions, and in an effort to bring about a more equita- 
ble imposition of the burdens of taxation,” 


Mr. Nathan D. Wendell has writtens brief 


and ‘pithy letter accepting the Republican uomk 
nation for State Treasurer. He says: “Deeply 
sensible of the bigh honor of being nated for so re 
spousible a trust by the representatives of the great 
party whose patriotic character and history pledge 
it to the best government, I shall, if elected, faith- 
fully strive to serve the highest interests of the State, 
and to prove in the of every daty not 
unworthy of the confidence so generously repoeed in 
me. The Republican Party accomplished the recent 
reforms in State administration. It passed the con- 
stitutional amendments which made them impers 
tive and enduring. By that series of acts it exon 
plified the spirit and fruits of Republican rule; and, 
should Republican State offieers now be chosen, they 
will be pledged to carry on the good work which 
their party began. The welfare of the State and the 
security of the nation alike require Republican sue 
cess,” 

Speaking of the nomination of Mr. James A. 
Douglass for the Assembly by the Republicans of 
the Second District of Oneida County, the Utica 
Herald says: He ie a representative of the raral 
constituency which just now demands new legisla 
tion for the equalization of taxation, and the aboll- 
tion of discriminations against New-York farm-re, 
and he will bring to the discharge of his legisiative 
duties a clear head and an honest heart. Mr. Doug: 
lass represented the Town of Augusta iu the Board 
ot Supervisors in 1974 and 1875, where he served 
on important committees, and workea faithfully and 
intelligently in the interests of economical jocal 
government. There is no better school for the sue 
éeasful lecialator than the Board of Supervisors; 
and no one better qualified than Mr. Douglass bas 
come out of that sehovl. The new Second District 
has a small but safficient Repablican majority; and 
we look for Mr. Douglass's election by dimensions a 
large as it is likely to ever reach.” 


The Rochester Democrat thus expresses its 


‘| views upon the need of an active and vigorous cam- 


; ‘SRinetitsd, Lawns, whee 20 many tourists have vis- 
'| {ted im Rome, is free from self-conseiousness, has 


page sa marked | 
ae For the fit 
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‘pleasant, genia} manner and wina'ng address. She 
has traveled a good deal heré and abroad, end has. 
enjoyed the friendship of many people of note. She 


paign: 
active, and aggressive campaign—by 

fore the people and by the circulation of | 
documents. A stil-bant bas always 

ous, if not fatal, to the Republican Party. It sh 
de up and doing. The distinguished ; ! 
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freely circulated, aud 
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